Artist Statement: Bottled Series

In 1995, World Bank Vice President Ismail Serageldin said, "the wars of the next century will be fought over water" [source: Village Voice]. 
The Bottled Project is ongoing series on installations that use discard water bottles as a means for addresses our growing disposable culture. The installation is a constructed out of thousands of discard water bottles utilizing the existing architecture of the environment to inform how the sculpture is constructed. The piece forms a series of waves that grows out of the surroundings. One of the constraints of the project is that no adhesives are used in the construction. The bottles must remain recyclable.
I have always been a collector or pack rat depending on one's perspective. When I moved to New York in 2005, I went through the cathartic, yet traumatic process of selling off and giving away all my stuff. 

Bottled was inspired by the Margaret Mead quote: "What people say, what people do, and what they say they do are entirely different things."

This is personal project in which I am exploring the gap between perception and reality. Bottled water became of particular interest to me as I learned more about the devastation environmental impact of the bottling process.

I began to look back a how I came to participate in this process. For me it started in 1999 in Greenville, NC. In the aftermath of Hurricane Floyd, we had to boil the tap water before it could be used. Out of convenience, I began to have bottled water jugs delivered and buy individual water bottles. 

However, long after the tap water was safe to drink I continued to buy into the bottle water culture and marketing. This destruction is in direct contrast to the healthy, pristine marketing that convinces me to buy it. I am interest in creating a piece that provokes conversation and comments on itself. The process of creating this installation and its water footprint is as important as the finished manifestation.
.
The goal of each installation is promote conversation around the reality of recycling, upcycling, and reuse of bottles and other materials in our disposal culture. Since there are no easy answers to these issues, my hope is to encourage viewers to become participants by exploring and sharing ideas on improving, changing or completing new approaches to dealing with the growing waste we are producing. 

Join the conversation at: bottledproject.org or twitter: @bottledproject
