Pollie Barden: Artist Biography

Pollie Barden is an artist who has been working in variety of mediums over the past ten years. Her diverse background bridges photography, book arts, sculpture and documentary. Since 2005, she has expanded into creating installations, big games, interactive art and wearables. 

Her educational background is rooted in her life long desire to play, which she pursues to this day. Barden’s formal education includes a BFA from East Carolina University, North Carolina; Certificate of Documentary Studies from the Duke Center of Documentary Studies, North Carolina and a MSP in Interactive Telecommunication Program at New York University, New York. 

Pollie lives in New Jersey and works in New York. Her work has been exhibited in museums and galleries both nationally and abroad. Pollie is an active member of _gaia, a women's artist and activist collective. Environmental and social issues often drive the direction of Barden’s work. Her art is extension of her activism and often invites the community to participate either in the creation and/or interact with the final product.

For book arts she has studied under Ken Botnick, Dolph Smith and Dan Essig. She was awarded a work-study scholarship to Penland School of Crafts in 1999, where she continued her work in book arts. In the summer of 2001, she participated in the Book and the Body, a workshop on yoga and book arts that explored the connections between the body and books.

In the documentary realm, Pollie has completed several short videos the capture small slices of life around her home state of North Carolina. Her documentary videos have been shown The Happening Documentary Film Festival, Southern Exposure Film Forum, and Student of the World Film Festival. Her documentary work includes photo essays of her hometown of Roanoke Rapids, NC, and the making of an independent film “Phoenix”.

Currently, Pollie has been experimenting with bottles and liquid as a means of storytelling. She is interested in how water is contained and transformed by its container. 

